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In May 1962, a report headed “The problems with
modern dance music and jazz in Hungary” was
sent to the MSZMP (Hungarian Socialist Workers’
Party); it contained a proposal to introduce much
more differentiated trainingin modern music. The
question was why improvization was still
stigmatized and why jazz was regarded as a
decadent, cosmopolitan and capitalist music.

After the survey that followed, KISZ (Young
Communists’ League) convoked a meeting on
October 2, 1962 to announce the organization of
Budapest Youth Jazz Club, the first officially
acknowledged and promoted jazz club in Hungary.
The club leader was Kornél Kertész, who had been
an active jazz pianist for 20 years.

Twenty-three days later, the Dalia Bar (Budapest
V., Bajesy-Zsilinszky at 72.) the winter premises
of Ifjusagi

Park (Youth Park)

welcomed

musicians, artists, intellectuals and students as
members of the Budapest Youth Jazz Club. Among
the patrons were representatives of various
institutions. These had no contacts with jazz, or
only dealt with it peripherally.

During years to follow, people outside the
Hungarian jazz world came to know Andras Pernye,
the reviewer of Magyar Nemzet daily, and Janos
Gonda, musical producer of the Hungarian Record
Company. In Hungary, there has been a chronic
lack of jazz journalists since apart from Pernye, only
Ferenc Komornik wrote regularly in the press on
jazz. He then worked for Magyar Ifjasag, which was
the weekly organ published by KISZ. He even wrote
a few articles on jazz in the eighties.

Dalia Jazz Club, or simply the Dalia, ran for 18
months. The initial enthusiasm cooled off; the
novelty disappeared and the lifting of a taboo no
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longer seemed to be a draw. However, some of the
decline of interest was also due to the fact that jazz
was being played elsewhere too.

In the Dalia, about 30 jazz combos made their
appearance and there were regular jam sessions as
well. The record shows and lectures by Csaba
Deseé, Kornél Kertész, Gyorgy Marton, Gabor
Radics, Kornél Semjén, Zoltan T6th and many
others were, and still are, of special importance.
Unfortunately, no one took pains to introduce
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Dalia Club. Column of “Youth Jazz Club News”
(April, 1963)

authentic traditional jazz and swing. Professional
and future jazz musicians were primarily
interested in modern jazz (possibly in its latest
fad). Perhaps this strangely unilateral interest
also contributed to the fact that the end of the
eigthies witnessed a partial break between the
audience and the musicians playing jazz.

Of great importance was the “Az Ifjasagi Jazz
Klub Hiradéja” (“Youth Jazz Club News”), the
first Hungarian jazz paper, issued four times
between January and April 1963. During this
short period several pieces were published well
documenting the era, together with the first
Hungarian jazz top polls. Although the paper only
circulated among club members, publication was
suspended for factitious reasons. This is where the
“release and pull” principle of the cultural policy
of the day had its influence felt. This triple policy
of prohibition, tolerance and support only
disappeared by the end of the eighties, as political
pluralism appeared.

During its short period of existence, the Budapest
Youth Jazz Club gave numerous young musicians
the opportunity to introduce themselves. In 1965,
a year after the Dalia was closed (the Youth Club
was later run at several places with minor success),
a Jazz Faculty of the Bartok Music College was set
up in 1965, making jazz an official subject.
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-~ Klub valo

— Résztvehet a  féléevenkenti
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elozetes meghallgatas utan
nek.

részvotel,
taggyulesen

rendezvényein

hangszerta- |
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Iizaro tényezok:

(A Klub vezetiség hatarozata alapjan).

torténé megjelencs.
int-

— Ittas allapotban
— A Klub ¢rdekeit sértd magatartas,
rika, kozhangulat rontasa, stb,
Kizard hatarozat ellen 15 napon be-
Il fellebbezni lehet a Klub feligyeleti

czerveénel.

Ez az igazolviny Kkizarolag az Ifjusagi
Jazz Klub rendezvenyeinek latogatasara
jogosit.
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